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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 COTONO 00505 061327Z 
ACTION AID-31 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO EB-08 10-14 /064 W 

017237 061330Z/53 

P 061252Z APR 78 

FM AMEMBASSY COTONOU 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 599 

UNCLAS COTONOU 0505 

DEPT PASS AID/W 


Message Text 


E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID DM 

SUBJECT: CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES (CRS) PROPOSAL FOR BENIN 
REF: STATE 087002 


1 . PARA 5 REFTEL STATES THAT IT IS ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL FOR 
CHIEF OF MISSION TO DETERMINE THAT A DISASTER EXISTS 
BEFORE FUNDS CAN BE RELEASED FOR CRS PROJECTS. BASED ON 
INFOROMATION CURRENTLY AVAILABLE TO ME I CANNOT BE GOOD 
CONSCIENCE STATE THAT A DISASTER EXISTS IN BENIN. WITHIN 
THE NEXT TWO WEEKS I EXPECT TO HAVE FURTHER INFORMATION 
FROM EMBASSY PERSONNEL IN NORTH OF BENIN AND I WILL 
NOTIFY AID/W IF NEW DATA ALTERS MY DETERMINATION. 
MEANWHILE, SUGGEST THAT ALTERNATIVE TO SEEKING FUNDS 
FROM OFDA BE EXPLORED WITH CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES. 
THOMPSON 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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